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A Study of the Hakka’s Invisibility in Taiwan:
an Analysis of Their Language Use and Ethnic Identification

Chang-Tay Chiou
Abstract

The Hakka’s invisible behavior is one of the most controversial
problems in Taiwan. However, the problems have not been examined
systematically through theoretically founded research. The paper, based
upon the quantitative data entitled as “Social Change for the Hakka in
Northern Taiwan: 2004 Report” and qualitative interview, attempts to
analyze the Hakka’s invisible behavior, especially focusing upon
language use and ethnic identification. The study found that the
proportion of invisible Hakka in Hakka areas is approximately reaching
5%, while 9.4% is in the Non-Hakka areas. The social background of
invisible Hakka is characterized as higher education, students,
professional/technical analysts, house keepers and unemployed persons.
The language use of invisible Hakka tends to use Mandarin or Fulau
language. The invisible Hakka’s families don’t enforce their children to
learn Hakka language. Qualitative depth interview with 5 persons also
showed that the Hakka’s invisible behavior is composed of five
interrelated factors: minority ethnics, cultural assimilation, language

crisis, historical background, and self-interest.

Key words: Hakka, invisible men, One-dimensional ethnic assimilation,

nondecision-making, three faces of power
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