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Transformation of the Structure and Interior
Space of Hakka Houses in Miao-li Prefecture,
Taiwan under the Japan Colonization

Lan-Shiang Huang

Graduate Institute of Art History

National Taiwan University

Abstract

This study offers the first step in understanding the modernization of
the interior space of Hakkanese traditional houses. This paper elucidates
the characteristics of Hakkanese houses, the transformation after the
earthquake of 1935, the impact from Japan colonization policies, and
offers analysis of how the Japanese style interior was integrated into
traditional Hakkanese houses. The research presented is based on the
results of field investigation undertaken between 2008 and 2009 of the
traditional Hakkanese house in Miao-li prefecture, Taiwan. The
investigation discovered that almost all existing houses were rebuilt
shortly after the 1935 earthquake, and that the Japanese style structure
known as ‘Wagoyagumi’ and a western style known as ‘Youkoyagumi’
were introduced into the traditional houses at that time. This is why the

traditional structural system of Hakkanese houses today is different from
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previous times.

In order to verify the actual conditions of the structure of existing
buildings, the laws and ordinances regarding building restrictions laid
down by the Japanese colonial government after the earthquake were
comparatively analyzed. This analysis reveals that the new structures
introduced by Japan were concealed under the exterior of Hakkanese
houses. It seems that the aesthetic sense of traditional houses were still
maintained, even though the structures were completely changed. In
addition to changes in structure, the interior space of traditional houses
was also restyled over the 50 years of colonization with Japanese style
mats, fatami. The author argues that while the Japanese living space was
well accepted during the colonial period; Japanese style interior space was
not really integrated into the traditional Hakkanese houses until after
World War II.

Keywords: Hakkanese traditional house, the aesthetic sense of
Hakkanese, Japanese structural system, Western structural

system, Japanese living space
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