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Abstract

This paper analyzes the Hakka dress in Taiwan’s Hakka cultural
movement after the late 1980, its reproduction, improvement, innovation,
and other phenomenon it encountered as well as possible alternatives for
it. This paper describes four strategies being utilized to improve Hakka
dress: (1) using tradition as a prototype for improvement—since ethnic
symbols are easy to differentiate, they are often only appropriate for
special occasions, for example in Hakka restaurants, Hakka ceremonies,
etc., and are not been generally worn in daily lives; (2) the construction

and use of the new symbols—Taiwan Floral Cloth is too fancy to hand
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down Hakka style, and those made of Tung Blossom Cloth tended to be
superficialized and therefore not the ideal model; (3) cannibalizing and
recombining signifiers —exploitation of culture symbols, stripped from
the Hakka cultural context, thereby creating new fashion style deprived of
Hakka historical and cultural significance; (4) reconsideration of the
present situation, and reconstruction that breaks away from former
stereotypes. In the face of possible alternatives, this paper argues that only
innovative experts who are familiar with aesthetics of dress and
understand Hakka culture have the ability make new Hakka dress that

breaks through symbolic forms and ethnic boundaries.

Keywords: Hakka dress, Hakka culture, tradition innovation, culture

rebuilding, identity construction
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